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CHAPTER ONE

SO YOU WANT TO TEACH

What does it take to teach? Can anyone teach? Does it matter what I teach?
What do I need to teach? Is the teacher’s education important to teaching students? All
these are questions that this paper will answer. I have had a strong desire to teach for
many years. With this desire has come the curiosity to discover what the Bible says
about teaching and what I need to do in order to be as effective as possible for my
students.

In order to accurately determine what it takes to be an effective teacher, the Old
and New Testaments will be explored thoroughly. Through this exploration, we will
discover multiple things, but underlying each principle will be a lesson in itself on how to

be an effective teacher.



CHAPTER TWO

THE DEFINITION OF TEACHING

Teaching is an important aspect of the Bible, but what exactly is teaching? The
word “teach,” or its equivalents, can be found in two hundred thirty-eight verses in the
Bible.! Although the evidence of teaching is unmistakable on the Bible pages, it is the
purpose of this research to broaden our understanding of teaching. In order to obtain a
better understanding of this important subject, one must first come to the realization of
what teaching is.

The word “teach” has been defined many different ways. One author defines
“teaching” as this: “Teaching is controlling the activity of the child so that certain
desired goals may be attained in growth.”> Though the specific target group the author is
referencing is children, his definition is not limited by age. This same author then took a
more balanced approach to defining this term by declaring, “Teaching is more easily and
perhaps more adequately described than defined. The word ‘teach’ comes from an

Anglo-Saxon word, taccean, which meant ‘to show how to do.” Perhaps the best attempt

I E-Sword Word Search.

2 C.B. Eavey, Principles of Teaching for Christian Teachers (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing, 1961), 12.



at a definition of teaching is represented by the brief sentence, ‘To teach is to help to

learn.”””

How the Bible Defines Teaching
While both of the author’s definitions mentioned above are feasible, one should
look to the Scriptures themselves for a more complete definition. In both the Old and
New Testaments, certain terms are used for teaching. Each of these terms carries with

itself different aspects of teaching.

Old Testament Terms for Teaching

In the Old Testament, the two dominant Hebrew words used for “teach” are yarah
and lamad. The two verbs have different connotations of teaching, but they must both be
taken into consideration in order to get a correct view of teaching.

99 ¢¢

Yarah means “to throw,” “to point out,” or “to direct.”* This part of teaching is
the impartation of knowledge to the hearer. During this stage of teaching, the teacher
undoubtedly gives his pupil information that will help him accomplish some goal. The
teacher points out truths, directs the student’s attention to truth, or simply “throws” the
truth out before the student to ponder. One of the most well known instances of the use
of this Hebrew verb is when Moses receives his orders from God to tell Pharaoh to let

His people go. The Lord, in Exodus 4:12, informs Moses, “Now therefore go, and I will

be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” Moses did not have all the

3 bid., 16.

4 James Strong, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1990), 52.



answers right then, but God was assuring Moses that He would direct him as events
unfolded in Egypt. According to this passage, teaching yarah is a progressive, on the
way, approach.

While yarah does an excellent job in relaying to its readers one aspect of
teaching, lamad helps to shed another light on this task. This Hebrew verb lamad means
“to train” or “to instruct.” This verb shows that teaching is not just the imparting of
knowledge to the hearer, but it is more precisely the action of helping the pupil put into
action the knowledge he has been given. After Moses had been instructed (varah) by
God, we later find him using /amad to teach the children of Israel. In Deuteronomy 4,
Moses is seen teaching the children of Israel from what appears to be lecture style. This
is not teaching “on the way” but instead presenting specific instructions. Deuteronomy
4:14 says, “And the LORD commanded me [Moses] at that time to teach you statutes and
judgments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it.” This
verse demonstrates that this applicational teaching needed to be done before entering into
the promised land, as opposed to Moses being taught (yarah) while he was in Egypt.
Moses had the God-given task of instructing the people concerning the things of God

before they could go anywhere.

New Testament Terms for Teaching

In the New Testament one Greek verb for teaching is used far more times than

any other, the word didasko. This word means “to tutor, direct, advise, put in mind.”® It

3 Ibid., 60.

®Ibid., 23.



is used fifty-nine out of seventy times in the New Testament’ meaning that 84% of the
times in the New Testament, the word for teach, or its equivalent, is didasko. This widely
used term comprises both aspects of teaching as seen in the two Hebrew words discussed
previously: the giving of knowledge and the direction on how to use it. Through this

Greek word study it seems evident that the biblical definition of teaching is the

impartation and implementation of knowledge given by the teacher to his student and is

considered accomplished when the student applies the instruction. One well known

passage where this verb is used is found in Luke 11. In this passage, one of Christ’s
disciples approaches Jesus and asks Him to teach them in how to pray. Luke 11:1 states,
“And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of
his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”
This disciple desired that Jesus would teach him how to pray according to every sense of
the word. He wanted Christ to teach him, direct him, and to do so until he, the disciple,

could follow His master and pray as He did.

Conclusion

Therefore, according to both the Hebrew and Greek terms used for teaching, a
Bible definition for teaching could be the teacher’s responsibility to impart knowledge to
his students through training and direction so that the student will be able to apply

personally the information in an every day setting.

Why Must There Be Teaching?

7 E-Sword Word Search.



Now that the biblical definition of teaching has been established, the question as
to why there must be teaching needs to be answered. Ever since the fall of man, the need
for teaching has escalated in reference to the aspect of spiritual survival. Since the father
of lies has taken the initiative to attempt to deceive the nations through lies, the reason
there must be teaching is to spread the truth. Multitudes of people are blinded to their
need for a savior because of these lies. “Only through proper instruction and training
would future generations come to realize their sinful nature and their need of a savior.
Every child born into the world needs proper training in order to know right from wrong.

Thus man has always needed education.”®

What Teaching Is Not
After determining what teaching is and why it is needed, it is essential to realize
what teaching is not. Logically, with all the many belief systems in circulation around
the world and especially in Christian circles, it is safe to assume that not all views of

teaching are biblical or practical.

Teaching Is Not Emotionally Focused

Emotions are like the autumn leaves tossed every direction the wind may blow.
One should not allow his emotions to be the controlling factor of his life and decisions;
therefore, teaching should not be focused on stirring the emotions of the listener. Such
emotional decisions made through emotionally centered teaching will last only as long as

the emotion. “An emotional experience that does not lead to response—that is, an

8 Glen Schultz, Kingdom Education, (Nashville: Life Way Press, 1998), 19.



emotional experience that ends only in stirring our feelings—is incomplete.” This
incompleteness causes all the labors of teaching to be in vain, and “...eventually
Christians desire, and are not satisfied with only having their emotions stirred.”!’

Older adolescents, youth, and especially adults come to Sunday School
week after week, listen, to the teacher tell how wonderful the ideals of Christ are
and how evil the world is. They agree with what is taught. Their feelings or
emotions are touched. They enjoy the lesson. After the session, many in the class
may go to the teacher, shake hands, and say, “That was a wonderful lesson this
morning. You surely did tell the truth.” But when they leave, they do nothing
about what was taught. They repeat the same thing the next Sunday, only to come
back the third Sunday to listen, agree, enjoy, and have their emotions stirred
again.!!

This is not how teaching should be. If only the emotions of the students are
stirred and they are not challenged to take the information they have been given out of the
classroom, the true meaning of teaching has not been accomplished. “Christian teaching

is complete when it results in Christian action--only then.”!?

Teaching Is Not for Perfecting One’s Self

While the teaching process will aid in the perfecting of the saints in the sense of
bringing to completion, it is not to be viewed as a tool to make one righteous. “Too often
man approaches education as a means of perfecting himself and, in essence, making
himself his own god. Christians must never forget that education in any form can never

perfect one single individual. Only salvation in Christ can perfect a person.”'® The Bible

° Findley B. Edge , Teaching for Results (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1995), 7.
10 Ibid.

1 Ibid., 6.

12 Ibid., 7.

13 Schultz, 19.



is specific in explaining that “knowledge puffeth up” (1 Corinthians 8:1). Therefore, the

process of teaching cannot bring one to the state of perfection or sinlessness.

Teaching Is Not Preaching

Though some would like to use these two terms interchangeably in the church, the
opposite is the case. Essentially, teaching and preaching are two different forms of
communicating. “Teaching is causing to learn, a term usually used with an indirect
object, ‘teaching the people.” Preaching is heralding the good news, used with the direct
object, ‘preach the word.””!* All throughout the Bible there is more mention made of and
attention placed on the task of teaching. More will be made mention of this principle

when discussing the Master Teacher, Jesus Christ.

Principles of Teaching

Though many of these principles will be discussed in more detail later, it is
beneficial for the reader to receive a blueprint for the principles of all effective teaching.
First, teaching is the primary responsibility of parents (Deut. 11:18-19). Second,
teaching is a twenty-four-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week process that continues from birth
till maturity (Deut. 11:19). Third, teaching must have the salvation and discipleship of
the next generation as its primary goal (Matt. 28:19-20). Fourth, teaching must be based
on God’s Word (Psalm 119; Matt. 24:35). Fifth, all teaching must hold Christ as
preeminent in all of life (Colossian 2:3, 6-10). Sixth, teaching must not hinder the
spiritual and moral development of the next generation (Matt. 8:6; 19:13-14; Mk 10:13-

16; Lk 18:15-17). Seventh, teaching, if and when delegated to organizations other than

14 James E. Plueddemann, Education That Is Christian (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1989), 27.



the home or church, must be done by teachers chosen with utmost care to ensure that they
all follow these principles (Ex. 18:21; 1 Sam. 1:27-28; 3:1-10).!> Each of these principles

should be considered and implemented in all teaching in order for it to be effective.

Results of Teaching

Now that we have determined what teaching is, what it is not, and the principles
that govern it, the results of teaching should be noted. If one is teaching effectively,
imparting and implementing knowledge to a pupil not for an emotional response but for a
definitive action, then the result of his teaching will be the student’s acting. “People are
much more willing to have their emotions stirred as the class discusses some evil in the
community than they are to go out and do something to change the evil condition.
Christian teaching is complete when it results in Christian action—only then.”!® This is
the way that all teaching should be evaluated. Did the listener do anything with the

information taught him? If the answer is yes, then the teaching was a success.

15 Schultz, 20-21.

16 Edge, 7.



CHAPTER THREE

THREE ESSENTIAL ORGANIZATIONS IN TEACHING

Now that it has been made evident that there is a true, biblical need for teaching,
three organizations that God has instituted for teaching should be discussed in detail.
These three institutions are the home, the church, and the school. Each of the three are is
comprised with their own unique feature, but they must all be interdependent in order to

achieve maximum effectiveness.

The Home
The first educational institution that God established was the home. “From the
earliest days of the human race in the Garden of Eden the family has been the most
important educational agency on earth. It is so designed by God, and the Hebrews never
got away from the centrality of the home in the educational experience.”!” Two passages

in the Old Testament help to support this fact: Deuteronomy 6:7 and Proverbs 22:6.

Deuteronomy 6:7

In Deuteronomy 6:7, the Bible declares, “And thou shalt teach them diligently

unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou

17 Kenneth O. Gangel and Warren S. Benson, Christian Education: Its History and Philosophy
(Chicago: Moody Bible Institute, 1983), 21.

10
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walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” This passage
helps demonstrate to any family the duty they have to teach their children. It is
significant to notice two different aspects of this passage. First, there is the call for
diligent teaching. This term means “intensively” and “to pierce.”'® This is saying that
the parents of all children should make the teaching of their children a major priority of
their life to the extent that they attempt to intensively pierce their children’s hearts with
the truths of the Scripture.

The second significant aspect of this passage is the extent of the teaching that
should be accomplished by the home. The Lord goes to great length to point out that
teaching should not just be done at a certain time each week or each day but that it should
be done all the time by saying “...when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” These phrases
encompass every time aspect of the home. God wants the home to be a haven of teaching

when they are sitting, standing, and even laying down.

Proverbs 22:6

The second Old Testament passage that demonstrates the parent’s responsibility
to teach their children is Proverbs 22:6. In this passage, Solomon reveals to his son that
he should “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it.” At first glance, this verse could be interpreted as a principle for any
teacher and not just for the teacher of the home, but a close examination of the passage
shows otherwise. The verb “train up” carries a connotation unlike other teaching.

Training someone up means that it is accomplished over a long period of time. “This

18 Strong, 119.
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verse in Proverbs indicates that the training or educating process continues from birth
until the child reaches maturity. Psychologists tell us that the first five years of a child’s
life are the most important learning times the child will ever experience.”!® Only a parent
has the advantage of being able to train a child from his infancy to adulthood.

It should be noted that the passage does not say that a child should be trained up
in the way he would go, but instead the Holy Spirit shows that a child should be trained in
the way “he should go.” A child, left to himself, will most likely do that which is not
right. Proverbs 29:15 teaches, “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to
himself bringeth his mother to shame.” This is because the way a child wants to go is not
the same as the way he should go.

The conclusion of Proverbs 22:6 says, “...and when he is old, he will not depart
from it.” This portion of the passage will only be fulfilled if the first portion is
accomplished. “Good impressions made upon them then will abide upon them all their
days. Ordinarily the vessel retains the savour with which it was first seasoned.”?® This
verse does not guarantee that all children will turn out the way their parents desire for
them to turn out; it merely states that if they are properly trained, that training will not
leave them. Whether or not they adhere to that training is a decision neither parent nor
teacher can force.

It is easily seen through these passages that one side of the triangle of educational
institutions is the home. Dr. John MacArthur is quoted as saying, “What we desperately

need is a return to biblical principles of parenting. Christian parents don’t need new,

19 Schultz, 72.

20 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary of the Bible Volume III (Old Tappan: Fleming
H. Revell Company, n.d.), 917.
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shrink-wrapped programs; they need to apply and obey consistently the simple principles

that are clearly set forth for parents in God’s Word.”?!

The Church
The institution of the church as an educational agency began when Christ began the
church and gave it its orders. These orders are found in Matthew 28:19-20 where Christ
tells his disciples, the earliest members of the church, that they are to teach. “And Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. '

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 2* Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
In the early chapters of Acts the apostles embraced Christ’s command and preached to
the nation and many responded. They next linked the educational process of the church
with the home. Acts 2:46 “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart, *’ Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.” This appears to be the establishment of house-
churches. Priscilla and Aquila (Rom 16:3, 5; 1 Cor 16:19), Nymphas (Col 4:15), and
Archippus (Philemon 2) all had churches in their homes. As Gangel and Benson assert
“First-century teaching occurred two places: the Christian meeting and the Christian

home.”” God is emphasizing that Christian education begins in the home. Though the

21 Ibid., 59, quotes John MacArthur, What the Bible Says about Parenting (Nashville: Word
Publishing, 2000), xi.

22 Gangel and Benson, 79.
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establishment of a place for learning was nothing new to the early Christians, the idea of
the responsibility being on them was. Schultz confirms that “There can be no greater
effort made by churches on behalf of their congregations than to assist them with facing

the issues of education as they relate to their children.”?

The School
A third institution is critical to the effective teaching of individuals. This
institution is the school.

Although schools are not specifically mentioned in the Bible, they have
become a part of the fabric of today’s society. Therefore, Christians must
determine just how the school is to fit into God’s scheme of education. We
cannot separate the school from the home or the church and be successful, from
God’s perspective, when it comes to the education of today’s children and
youth.?*

The rarity of the term “school” in the Bible does not mean that it was not evident

in both the Old and New Testaments. Below are a few comments on schools as related to

the Bible. This topic will be addressed more fully in Chapter Four.

Old Testament

There existed the "sons of the prophets" but exactly what they were is vague (1
Kg 20:35; 2 Kg 2:3-15.; 4:1, 38; 6:1). They did seem to live together in one location but
again we cannot be sure they constituted a school. 2 Kings 6:1 And the sons of the
prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell with thee is too strait

for us. 2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a beam, and let

23 Schultz, 103.

2 Ibid., 11.
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us make us a place there, where we may dwell. And he answered, Go ye. * And one said,
Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And he answered, I will go. * So he

went with them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut down wood.”

New Testament

School is specifically mentioned only once as the “...school of Tyrannus” (Acts
19:9). But this single reference to a specific school does not lend itself to elaborating on
what kind of school Tyrannus led nor what type of education he strove to give. Was it a
Jewish, technical or Christian school? The one verse is insufficient to build a doctrine
upon.

No doubt there was the synagogue, an institution with a hidden origin. Biblical
teaching for sure occurred there as we can see from Jesus Himself. Luke 4:16 “And He
[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, as His custom was, He

went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. !’ And there was

delivered unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when He had opened the book,
He found the place where it was written, !® The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He
hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised, '° To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. %° And
He closed the book, and He gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of
all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him.” Jesus followed the Old

Testament form of teaching: stand to proclaim, sit to teach.

Christian Schools Today
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Christian schools today are a man-made institution established to help fulfill the
responsibilities of teaching that have been placed on the home and the church. Special
mention should be made concerning the school’s imperative connection with the church.
According to Matthew 28:19-20, “The church is the instrument through which God
desires Christians to carry out the Great Commission. Therefore, schools must relate
closely to the church. This is true for any Christian school, whether it is church-
sponsored or independent board-operated.”” The church should act as a checks-and-
balances system for the institution of the school. This will keep the academia of the
school in line with the doctrine of the Bible. “When educational institutions are not

under the leadership of the local church, they will be led into heretical ideology.”?®

2 1bid., 115.

26 Dr. Robert Kendall, personal interview February 8, 2007.



CHAPTER FOUR

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND TEACHING

As was previously stated, the primary institution that God established as an
agency for teaching was the home. Since this was accomplished with Adam and Eve in
the book of Genesis, it is compelling to study the remainder of the Old Testament for
other passages which speak specifically to teaching. In the Old Testament, two dominant
characteristics of teaching are focused upon. The first characteristic is that of the
teachers in the Old Testament. The second characteristic pertains to the places of

learning.

Teachers in the Old Testament
Teaching cannot be done without a teacher. Throughout the entire Old Testament
are a plethora of individuals who were considered teachers, though maybe not in name
but in actions. Many principles can be drawn from each of these individuals and applied

to one’s own approach to teaching.

The First Teacher

To demonstrate God’s advocacy of teachers, He became the first one, and Adam
was His first pupil. “Ever since the creation of man, there has been a need to educate
people correctly. When God created man, He instructed him to ‘have dominion over the

earth.” This meant that he would need to learn much about God’s creation in order to

17
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fulfill this command.”?’ Before and after Adam’s disobedience, God was at his service
for edification. “Education was much different in the garden of Eden. Adam had a direct
personal relationship with God, the Creator. When Adam needed to learn something, he

could go to God, and God would teach him about anything in the created world.”*

The Patriarchs

Because of Adam’s disobedience, what God taught Adam changed drastically.
Since Adam brought sin into the world, he had to be taught how to atone for it. This is
why God changed the garments Adam and Eve wore from leaves to animal skin. That
very day God taught Adam about the sacrificial work of atonement, something that he
would be responsible for teaching his own children. “From this initial assignment man
began the process of passing knowledge (education) from one generation to the next.
Throughout successive eras, there has been a continuing emphasis on training children to
live a productive life here on earth and to relate individually to God’s creative
intention.”” After God initiated the process of teaching, it became the responsibility of
Adam to impart that same knowledge to his children since sin caused a gap to come
between God and man. This started the chain reaction of the home becoming the first

educational institution.

The Priests

27 Ibid., 10-11.
28 Ibid., 18.

2 Ibid., 11.
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In concert with the responsibility of the patriarchs to teach their children, God
established the priesthood to help in the teaching of the people. “The history of the
priesthood in Israel began at the time of the exodus. A distinct transfer of educational
responsibility from patriarchs to priests took place after the founding of the Aaronic
order, recorded in Exodus 28:29 (see also Leviticus 8).”°

Once God’s people began to be numerous and occupy their own land, the need for
a group of people to bear the responsibility of educating the people became evident. This
is one of the principal reasons God established the priesthood: “...in addition to the
mediatorial calling, the priest is also a teacher and interpreter of the law.”*! Ezekiel
44:23 declares concerning the priests, “And they shall teach my people the difference
between the holy and profane, and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean.” Gangel and Benson explained this when they wrote “The priests communicated
the letter and meaning of the law and were responsible for delivering into the hands of the
people a knowledge of the meaningful religious rituals and patterns of Israel.”*
Therefore, the priests were the first recorded organized group of teachers in the Bible.

It is also interesting to notice that the priests were adult educators since it is
evident that their job was to teach all the people concerning the things of God.

The priests communicated the letter and meaning of the law and were
responsible for delivering into the hands of the people a knowledge of the
meaningful religious rituals and patterns of ancient Israel. Notice that the priests

were responsible for teaching parents, since almost all education in Israel was
adult education, at least until the synagogue schools of the postexilic time.>*

30 Gangel and Benson, 24.
31 Ibid.
32 Ibid.

33 Ibid.
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The Time of the Judges

Later on in the history of the Hebrews, the status of the people was anything but
optimistic. “Education hit a low during the period of the judges. The nation was
occupied with survival, but there was no consistent central authority, and all forms of
culture and development suffered.”* During this period, the people began spinning in
the cycle of sin and deliverance. The people would fall into a cycle of sin, become
tormented by their adversaries, and cry out to God for deliverance; and then God would
rear up a judge to deliver them. Unfortunately, the people continued to fall back into sin
after they were delivered. This sin cycle can be seen clearly in Judges 2:10-19. In verses
10-13, the nation of Israel forgets and forsakes the Lord. Then in verses 14 and 15 God
delivers them into the hands of their enemies. Next, in verse 18, God raises up a deliver
and the people are given peace. Unfortunately, the remainder of the book of Judges is
about how they continue this cycle.

Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.” This verse makes
it clear that the problem the nation was having was “lack of knowledge.” Whether there
was no one teaching or no one listening is unclear, but what is clear is the fact that the
lack of education caused God’s wrath to be kindled against them.

Thankfully, God reared up a teacher who would help lead the people to greatness:

Samuel.

3 Ibid., 25.
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The authority of Samuel, who was at the same time the last judge and first
prophet, was not a great deal better. Spiritual development and purity in worship
certainly improved under Samuel’s leadership, but there is little record that much
serious education took place. Samuel did gather around himself a prophetic band,
and the era of prophetic instruction actually received its beginning with the sage
from Ramah (1 Samuel 19:18-24).3°
Samuel was educated under the leadership of Eli. The teaching Eli gave to

Samuel was a one-on-one educational process. Unlike Eli’s children, Samuel embraced

the Lord’s principles and was placed by Him as the one who would lead the people into

the next stage of their history.

During the Monarchy

After the time of the judges ended and Samuel’s authority over the nation was
coming to a climax, the people of Israel hurried God’s plan for a leader and chose a man
by the name of Saul to be their king. As fate would have it, because they acted out of
God’s plan, Saul was anything but a good leader. “The first king of Israel was hardly a
schoolmaster at heart. A courageous warrior who led his nation in numerous military
victories, Saul more or less depended on Samuel for any ongoing nurture the nation
might experience during his reign.”*® While Saul should have been the example of a
great teacher for the nation, he only taught them what not to do. Thankfully, Samuel was
still on the scene accomplishing the will of God and instructing all in the ways of the

Lord along with a few other leaders. “There were prophets, priests, parents, and

35 bid.

36 Ibid., 26.
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wisemen, but all of those various educational officers operated in such a militaristic
setting that nurture seemed to be of minimal importance.”>’

After Saul’s reign ended, a godlier teacher was chosen by God to lead the nation
to spiritual heights. This man’s name was David. A man after God’s own heart, David
taught the nation through his example and his psalms. “Earlier instructional content
centered essentially on the history of the Hebrew people and how their God had dealt
with them, explanation of the feasts and festivals, interpretation of the law, and, in
David’s time, a new awakening of the educational value of hymnody.”*® The
predominant way he taught them was through his numerous psalms. These psalms
illuminated God’s attributes and gave His people hope for the future. In the acrostic
Psalm 119, David poetically describes the beauty of God’s Word from Aleph to Tau, the
first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In Psalm 23, David teaches his people that
not even death should concern them if they are resting in God’s salvation. Each of his
psalms teaches something about God and how His people should live accordingly.

Amazingly enough, an even greater teacher took reign after the death of David:
Solomon. Gangel and Benson write: “Even if we recognize the strong possibility that
Solomon did not write Ecclesiastes, the educational value of the book of Proverbs alone
is unsurpassed for its elevation takes on a much more personal dimension in the writings

of Solomon.”® While the majority of scholars would disagree with the previously quoted

author’s opinion concerning the writer of Ecclesiastes, they would all agree with the fact
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that Proverbs could have been a great textbook for Solomon’s son to use to lead God’s

people, if he would have hearkened to its counsel himself.

The Prophets

After Solomon’s death and his son’s inability to apply the lessons taught him, the
nation of Israel was divided. II Chronicles 10 shows us that Rehoboam could have
prevented a civil war by following the guidance of his father that was laid out for him in
Proverbs by adhering to the counsel of the old men of Israel. Instead, he chose to ignore
the teachings of his father and listen to the young men. This caused a division that would
mark him for eternity. This division ushered in the reign of kings of a divided Israel that
were plagued with failure and sin. This motivated the Lord to raise up individuals who
would instruct the people in the errors of their sin and motivate them to repentance. The
teachers chosen by the Lord were known as the prophets. “Now that the nation was in
military and economic turmoil, however, the prophets became the center of Hebrew
education right up to the time of Jerusalem’s fall.”*° Elijah, Elisha, and many others fall
into this category. “During the divided monarchy, the dominance of the prophets came to
the fore.”*! The kings during this time proved to God and the people that they in no way
were capable of leading and teaching them the things of the Lord. “One notable
exception would be the itinerating teachers sent out by Jehoshaphat in the third year of
his reign. Officials, Levites, and priests ‘went throughout all the cities of Judah and

taught among the people’ (II Chronicles 17:7-9).”* Unfortunately, this was one of the
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exceptions to the monarchies’ lack of spiritual teachings. Therefore, the prophets were
given this privilege. “Their messages were highly ethical as well as theological and
focused more often than not on the relationship of God’s holy people to the pagan nations

all around.”®

Places of Teaching in the Old Testament

After the teachers of the Old Testament, the predominant aspect of teaching
mentioned in this portion of the Bible is the place of teaching. Interestingly enough,
there are two major references in Old Testament times of school-like places of learning.

As mentioned previously they are the “sons of the prophets” and the synagogue.

The Sons of the Prophets

During the lives of Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha there appeared seminary-like
groups of learning. These groups are commonly referred to in the King James Bible as
“sons of the prophets.” “Of great importance during this era was the development of the
schools of the prophets mainly associated with the ministry of Elijah and Elisha (IT Kings
2:3-5; 4:38; 6:1). Scholars do not suggest that those two nonwriting prophets were the
founders of the schools since there seemed to be groups of prophets studying under
Samuel many years before.”** The context of each passage that makes mention of these
groups does make it clear that they were not literal sons of the men God called out to

prophesy for Him, but rather men that were associated under their teachings. This can be
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seen in the story of the widow who approaches Elisha in II Kings 4. In the first verse of
this passage we read, “Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the
prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy
servant did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be
bondmen.” We know by this that the son of the prophet that died could not have truly
been the son of Elisha because the widow does not make reference to him as having any
relationship to her. “One can probably conjecture with some accuracy that the so-called
schools were informal disciple bands, not unlike those men who lived and learned with
Jesus during the three and a half years of His earthly ministry.”*®

Some of these bands of men were in Bethel (II Kings 2:3) while others were at
Jericho (IT Kings 2:5). This makes it evident that they did have a place where they would
receive their instructions. An example of this is found in II Kings 6. In this passage we
see a group of the sons of the prophets building a house but the head of the axe falls into
the water. Instead of focusing on the miracle of the axe head floating, this passage could
also be used to show that the sons of the prophets were attempting to build themselves a
sort of schoolhouse.

One author interestingly purported, “Samuel and the others were not instructors in
homiletics, but by watching and learning from the dynamic propheticism of men like
Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha, the young prophets undeniably enjoyed an educative
process.”*® We may not know the exact subjects that were taught to these men, but the

lives that the teachers lived were lessons in and of themselves.
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The Synagogue

After the school of the prophets, and between the time of the Old and New
Testaments, there arose a more centralized and physical place for learning: the
synagogue.

During the fifth century B.C. the synagogue became the central place of
instruction in Hebrew theology. The Torah reigned supreme again, although
Aramaic instead of Hebrew became the spoken language of the people. Because
of the necessity of reading theological books in Hebrew, however, that language
became a major subject of instruction for students who would serve in some kind
of official religious capacity. Other kinds of schools emerged, more as defense
against the encroaching pagan Greek culture than for any other reason.*’

The synagogue provided a perfect place for the teacher and the pupil. The

building provided an environment where the educational process could be better

employed.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE NEW TESTAMENT AND TEACHING

Now that the different facets of teaching have been discussed pertaining to the
Old Testament, it is advantageous to discover what the New Testament reveals about
teaching. Though there is much to be found in the Old Testament with reference to
teaching, it will be shown that it pales in comparison to the New Testament. “In the New
Testament is found even greater emphasis on teaching than in the Old.”*® In order for a
teacher to properly teach his subjects, he must first master that which he will teach. In
the Old Testament, the full revelation had not yet been seen, but in the New Testament
the full revelation of the Scriptures had come in the flesh. This is why the New
Testament contains much more of an emphasis on teaching.*

In the New Testament, there are four major areas of teaching that should be
explored. These four areas are the Great Commission, the Master Teacher, Paul’s

teachings, and the spiritual gift of teaching.
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The Great Commission

Perhaps the most critical aspect of teaching in the New Testament is the command
given by Christ at the end of His earthly ministry to His disciples and the church itself.
So we will discuss Jesus’ commission before we discuss Jesus Himself. This command
has become known as the Great Commission. “When we take a careful look at the Great
Commission, it becomes extremely clear that education plays a very strong and critical
role in its fulfillment.”>® Found in Matthew 28:19-20, the Lord commands, “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
There is one imperative verb in this passage: teach; and those who are taught and do
observe all things are called disciples. Schultz, somewhat lessening the King James
translation, states “The word go carries with it the meaning of continuous effort. It might
be translated as ‘in your going, continuously make disciples.”>!

Three goals of teaching in this passage can clearly be seen. First, we are to go.
This is the first participle of the passage and the first step toward making a disciple.
Second, we are to baptize. Once an individual has accepted Christ as his Savior, it is
important that he make the open commitment to Christ through the act of being baptized.

Third, we are to teach others to observe all that Christ has taught. It is interesting to note

that Jesus did not simply command His disciples to teach others all that He Himself had
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taught them. Instead, He instructs them to teach others to observe, or “obey,”? all that
Jesus taught.

Now that it has been established that the command Christ has given us is to teach,
other aspects of the Great Commission warrant explanation. First, God’s love for
mankind is at the heart of this command. “God wants His children to know Him in a
personal way. However, this only happens as we are taught God’s Word in a way that
will transform our lives into being His disciples.”?

Second, the obedience of this command should be the primary goal of every
church. “The church has one assignment and that is to make disciples.”** This is not to
say that it is the only responsibility of the church, but it should be at the heart of each task
it performs.

Third, teaching is the primary method to building God’s kingdom. “Can this
charge mean anything else than that Jesus was recognizing teaching as the primary
method of building the kingdom of God, that teaching is the means of building Christian
character in His followers, and that He is present in the person of the Holy Spirit, with all
who faithfully and loyally accept His teaching commission?””>> If the unsaved are never
taught of their sinful state and how it will one day keep them from enjoying the things of
God, they will never come to repentance. This places an even greater responsibility on

the church and its members to teach them.
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Fourth, there is significance in the term “teach” over “preach.” “The Apostles
and other disciples had learned how to teach. That they realized the difference between
teaching and preaching is evidenced in their frequent use of the term over against the
other.”® Preaching is merely the impartation of knowledge to the hearer; teaching is the
challenge to apply the knowledge of which the hearer has been informed.

Lastly, the Great Commission could possibly lend proof to the establishment of
institutions that would facilitate teaching. “As Jesus would have understood that charge,
and as there is every reason to suppose the Lord meant it, the command was to organize
schools everywhere for the teaching of the Bible as the very basis of the Christian church.
Grouping scholars in classes under trained teachers for the study of the Word of God is
the starting-point, as Christ intended it to be.”>” While the direct assertion that Christ
meant for the disciples to establish schools could be a stretch, the truth remains that in
order to fulfill the third part of the command, “teaching them to observe all things I have
commanded you,” such schools would be helpful. Clearly one can say the church is to
teach, especially from the pulpit, and also through some form that allows for interaction

with teacher and pupil.

Jesus, the Master Teacher
Two thousand years ago, the personification of teaching was born of a humble
family in the city of Bethlehem. His name was Jesus. His entire life served as lessons to

be learned by all. “In the beginning of His ministry, He devoted considerable time and
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energy to the instruction of individuals. During the middle period of His public career,

He addressed crowds. He ended His mission by doing intensive teaching.”®

Rabbi Jesus

Throughout the gospels, there is one title that is attributed to Jesus above all the
rest: rabbi, or teacher. “Jesus was frequently called ‘Rabbi’ or ‘Teacher.” Of the ninety
times the Lord was addressed, as recorded in the Gospels, sixty times He was called
‘Rabbi.”””>® This is an astounding figure. Two-thirds of the time, Christ was addressed as
teacher. “A study of the Gospels discloses the fact that nearly all who addressed the
Master, whether they were strangers, disciples, or critics, thought of Him as a teacher.”’
Many examples of this can be found throughout the gospels. “Nicodemus, a member of
the Sanhedrin, called Him a ‘teacher sent from God.” The rich young ruler, as well as the
distinguished lawyer who desired a definition of the word ‘neighbor,” addressed Him as
teacher. The disciples constantly used this term, and even the unfriendly Pharisees
accorded Him this title, though it must have hurt them to do so.”¢!

This use of the title teacher to identify Christ in the gospels is seen as extremely
important when considering the culture of the Jews.

Among the Jews there was no title of honor higher than rabbi. They gave
the teacher a more highly exalted position than has any other people. The Jew
was taught to reverence his teacher. To dispute with a rabbi or to murmur against
him was almost as sinful as to murmur against God. It was the teacher who was

educated and magnified. Instead of ‘reverend’ and ‘preacher,’ the title of
distinction in Jesus’ days was ‘rabbi’ or ‘teacher.” It was the teacher who was

58 Ibid., 26.
% Ibid., 24.
% Ibid., 25.

o1 Tbid.



32

distinguished by the garb of a profession, who sat in the chief seats in the

synagogue, and who was greeted in the market place, “Rabbi! Rabbi!”®?
This displays the true reverence that was attributed to Christ each time He was addressed
as teacher.

Not only did others view Christ as teacher, He saw Himself as one as well. “The
many allusions to His work of teaching, with no objection expressed by Him, indicate
Jesus regarded Himself as a teacher.”®® This is to say that since Jesus never corrected

anyone for calling Him teacher, He obviously saw no error in being called this.

Jesus As Teacher Versus Preacher

The fact that Christ was called teacher instead of preacher is extremely
significant. Though some would like to use the two titles interchangeably, earlier proof
has shown us that the two are not the same.

In the Scripture these two ministries are not the same, as we sometimes
assume them to be. Two distinct words are used. Christ Jesus came preaching,
for He first proclaimed to any who would hear that the kingdom of God was at
hand. Then when He had chosen His disciples and when He sought by people
who had witnessed His authoritative preaching and His signs, He spent most of
His time teaching. He is more often called Teacher than Preacher.®

“A little study shows that Jesus did considerably more teaching than preaching. Only one

sermon, or at most two, is recorded as having been given by Him, whereas many

instances of His teaching appear in the record.”® This is not to say that preaching is not
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important. They both have their biblical purposes, but Christ did chose to teach more
often than preach.

It seems quite clear that the ministry of the Master had a much greater
teaching than preaching thrust to it. Such an assertion cannot be made solely on
the basis of the greater number of times Christ was addressed by the terms feacher
or teaching as over against the words preach or preacher, which also described

His style of ministry. But also a cursory reading of the gospels indicates that
much of Jesus’ recorded ministry was in a teaching context.5

Strategy

As any effective teacher would do, Christ had a strategy to all of his teachings.
This strategy first started with the groups that were taught. “Christ taught from an
educational strategy that included a ministry to the masses of people, the seventy, the
twelve disciples (Mk 3:13-15), and also to Peter, James, and John (e.g., Mk 14:33; Lk
9:28).”%" He did not limit his teaching to a certain number of people, but the way He
taught was different for each group. This can be seen in how He taught His disciples.
“After demonstrating how to do the ministry with people and delivering the cognitive
data necessary to feel comfortable with the content to be preached, Christ sent out the
twelve (Mk 6:7-13, 30-34).”%® This strategy was to allow his pupils to practice that
which the Teacher had instructed. “This is the way Jesus taught. After a period of
instruction, He sent out the twelve and then the seventy both to render service and also

learn through experience the joy of service.”® Here we again see Jesus employing the
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definition as discerned from the Old Testament study above: impartation of knowledge
and implementation of action.

This strategy does not mean that Jesus was against teaching the multitudes. “Not
that the Lord didn’t teach people content, or that he didn’t preach to people. But the
emphasis is different in each case. The peculiar genius of teaching is the small intimate
group in which overt interaction is possible.”” It is in these small groups that the
interaction between the teacher and the student is appropriately met. His instruction to
the disciples was no doubt flawless.

He was precise and lucid in His instructions to them. Christ was careful,
too, to debrief them and hear their reports of what had taken place. Christ gave
them verbal instruction, demonstrated exactly what was to be done, presented
them with an opportunity in which to report, and finally evaluated the ministries.
That training resulted in the disciples’ being equipped to make strides toward the
carrying out of the Great Commission of evangelism and edification.”!

Jesus’ strategy of teaching serves as a model of how the church should teach as
well. “His peripatetic teaching of the twelve constituted the greatest educational situation
ever to exist. Christ recognized that the ministry He modeled with the small group and
the large group would be perpetuated by the church.”’? Jesus showed the church that
effective teaching is only accomplished by preparing and enabling the students to practice
that which was taught.

Concerning Jesus’ disciples, “He brought them into close association with

Himself by ordaining them to be apostles. He multiplied Himself, so to speak, by

appointing them to be His assistants, commissioning them to teach the simpler elements
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of His doctrine which He had previously imparted to them by intensive teaching.”” This
is the strategy Jesus left for the church: multiplying Christ, so to speak, by making
disciples, and sending them out to do the same. “In both practice and theory the master

teacher long ago set up standards that are also those of good pedagogy today.”’*

Jesus’ Example

It has been clearly shown that teaching is much more than the impartation of
knowledge to others. Jesus taught with His life that a teacher is only effective when he
lives that which he himself is teaching. “The master taught profoundly by His life and
example. He knew the power of modeling the truth and that inevitably His disciples
would become like Himself.””> Ironically, a teacher’s aim of preparing his students to

practice what they have been taught should be first seen in himself.

Paul’s Teaching
Next to Christ, it could be said that Paul was the most effect teacher of New
Testament times. “Educationally the best trained of all the Apostles, he wrote more
books of the Bible than any other one person, and the teaching emphasis appears in every
one of his epistles.”’® His educational advancements were due in part to his family. “As

a Jewish lad of promise, he received at the hands of his well-to-do parents very superior
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training for this profession.””’ This providential upbringing allowed Paul to be taught by
some of the best minds of his time, enabling him to mimic that example that he saw.

Two times in the New Testament Paul refers to himself as teacher. In I Timothy
2:7 Paul declares, “Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth
in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” Also in II Timothy
1:11 Paul reiterates to his son in the faith, “Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.”

Paul followed the example of Christ in his strategy of teaching others close to
him. “The traveling commune that joined Paul was given the same type of teaching and
ministry opportunities that Christ offered. No one traveled with Paul on a permanent
basis, but all were provided an adequate set of time frames to observe Paul’s work and be
taught theological constructs individually and collectively.””® Paul also lived that which
he taught, like Christ. An example of this can be seen in Paul’s teachings concerning the
desegregation of the Jews and Gentiles. “When Paul taught that the gospel was to
eliminate the ancient divisions between Jew and Gentile, it was not just words. Paul
traveled with a Gentile named Titus so that the churches could see the first example of a
Gentile-Jewish community in action.”” The life and teachings of Paul serve as another

example of an effective teacher.
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Spiritual Gift of Teaching
Another aspect of teaching in the New Testament is revealed by the revelation of
spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are unique to the New Testament because there is no
mention of gifts given to individuals after salvation in the Old Testament. Three
passages in the New Testament pertain to spiritual gifts: Romans 12; I Corinthians 12;

and Ephesians 4. In these three passages, the gift of teaching is mentioned.

Romans 12

In explaining to the church at Rome concerning spiritual gifts, Paul says in verses
6-8, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on
our ministering: or he that feacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he
that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth
mercy, with cheerfulness.” In this passage, Paul lists seven spiritual gifts given by the
Holy Sprit. The third gift mentioned is teaching. “In the Romans passage Paul
emphasizes that the one who teaches is to see his gift as a service to the community and
to exercise it in relation to those who make up the Body.”®® Therefore, these gifts were

not given to individuals for their own betterment, but for the betterment of others.

I Corinthians 12

Like that of Romans’ dealings with the spiritual gifts, “The same kind of
communal emphasis appears in I Corinthians 12, especially since the reference to

‘teachers’ appears after the elongated section dealing with the unity-in-diversity which is

8 Kenneth O. Gangel, You And Your Spiritual Gift (Chicago: Moody Press, 1975), 70.
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the Body of Christ.”®! In this passage Paul reveals to the church in Corinth, “And God
hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues™ (vs. 28).
This particular passage makes reference to spiritual gifts in an orderly arrangement by

stating that teachers are the third group of gifted individuals God places into His body.

Ephesians 4

Unlike the passages found in Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12, the Ephesians
passage of spiritual gifts contains its own unique approach to teaching, the men
themselves are the gift given to the church, not gift men.

In Ephesians 4:11, Paul informs the members of the church in Ephesus, “And he
[God] gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers... .” At first glance, this passage could indicate that there are two spiritual
gifts instead of one. “The concept of ‘pastors and teachers’ (vs. 11) could be understood
either as two separate offices or as a description of ‘pastors who teach.” Whichever
interpretation one prefers, he cannot escape the fact that in the other two passages
[Romans and 1 Corinthians] teaching is a distinctly different gift than pastoring.”%?

Disagreeing with Gangel because pastoring is not mentioned in either Romans 12
or 1 Corinthians 12, it is best to see this as the man himself being the gift given to the
church. The passage itself states “...And he [God] gave some, apostles...and some,

pastors and teachers;...” The local church is to teach its people and send them. The men

mentioned in this passage are given “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
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ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph 4:12-13). God gives men to the church to model the
message before the sheep (pastor) and to impart and implement knowledge of how they,
the sheep, can follow Him directly and personally (teacher).

Historically “...the gift of teaching seems to have always been explanatory and
applicatory.”®*® This can be seen by the fact that “The rabbis based their teaching both
upon the Old Testament Scriptures and upon the Talmud [knowledge and interpretation]
and Mishna [application].”®* Gangel correctly concludes “Today the gift of teaching is
much the same as it always has been among God’s people. It focuses upon written
revelation and seeks to show how that revelation is understandable and relevant in any
given age.”®
Through the New Testament, we discover that teaching is commanded by Jesus,

modeled by Jesus, and given as a gift to certain believers to build up Jesus’ bride.

$ Ibid., 71.
8 Ibid.

8 Tbid.



CHAPTER SIX

EFFECTIVE TEACHING

Now that an extensive study has been made into the different aspects of teaching
found in the Old and New Testaments, certain conclusions can be easily drawn as to what
facets are needed in order to achieve effective teaching. In no particular order, “The
teaching situation involves (1) a teacher, (2) students, (3) environment, (4) curriculum,
(5) aims, and (6) method.”®® Each of these facets of the teaching process must be present

in order for there to be effective teaching.

The Teacher and the Student
One of the important aspects to effective teaching is the teacher. Throughout the
Old Testament we learned that under effective teachers the students were effective
themselves. A synonym for effectiveness in teaching could be “success.” “The success
of any teacher is in large degree dependent upon his enthusiasm for his task, his love for
his pupils, and his thoroughness in preparation. Only by dint of knowledge and pains and
toil and self-sacrifice and labors most arduous is anyone made a teacher. Inspiration in

presentation is largely the result of perspiration in preparation.”®” The perfect person
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who exemplified this was Jesus: He was enthusiastic about teaching by the fact that he
taught far more than anything else, He loved his students so much that He even died for
them and His preparation was extensive by the fact that He did not begin His earthly
ministry until He was thirty years old, in spite of the fact that He displayed a teacher-like
knowledge of the Scriptures at the young age of twelve in the temple (Lk 2:42-52).

In relation to the teacher and the student, the teacher should make every effort to
apply that which he is teaching to the life of the student. “The primary task of a teacher
is not to present material, but rather to meet the needs of the members. In preparing the
lesson, the teacher should identify specifically the needs of the class members that may
be met by that particular lesson.”® This is why the teacher and the student are discussed
in one heading, for without the teacher there are no students, and vice versa.

Jesus’ life as the Master Teacher shows mankind that it is possible to be an
effective teacher if they are willing to work for it. “Success in teaching can be assured to
almost anyone who is willing to pay the price involved in becoming familiar with the
recognized principles of teaching and in making adequate preparation.”®® Jesus displayed

this willingness, and every teacher should as well.

The Environment for Teaching
In order for any teacher to be effective, the environment must be appropriate.
Every time Jesus taught, the environment was perfect. Whether it was in the temple (Lk

2) or on the mount (Matt 5-7), Jesus used the environment to His advantage. The
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appropriate environments could include the home, the church, and the schools. Each of

these organizations provides a safe atmosphere for the learning process.

The Curriculum of Teaching

What the students are taught is an extremely important aspect of effective
teaching. No matter what subject is being taught, the Bible should be the foundation
upon which the subject is built. “If we actually believe that the Bible is authoritative in
every subject it addresses, in history and science as well as in Christian doctrine, we are
obligated to find out what it says about every topic we teach.” This has been supported
by the history of Jewish education. “Jewish education was all-encompassing religious
education. The Scriptures were the only textbook, all primary education was preparation
for reading the Book, and all higher education was concerned with the reading and study

of the law.”! Therefore, all effective teaching is based on the curriculum of the Bible.

The Aims of Teaching
An aim “...gives direction to thought, activity, and the processes necessary for
effecting desirable changes.”®* It has also been defined as “...activity directed in an
orderly manner toward the accomplishment of some end. The word is commonly used to

refer to the direction in which an arrow or a gun is pointed for the purpose of shooting to
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hit an object.”* Even if there are teachers, students, and a proper environment, if there
are not proper aims of teaching then its effectiveness will be low. “Before a teacher can
use principles and methods aright, he must have clearly and adequately in mind the ends
to be attained. The better he knows where he is going, the more intelligently can he
provide the means for getting there.””*

“Teaching with an aim implies that the teacher has thought through, with definite
purpose in view, both his own activity and the probable activity of his pupils, and worked
out a careful plan, determined upon a starting point, considered the successive steps along
the way, and decided upon a destination that is to be reached for a given lesson or a series
of lessons.”®® Establishing the education aim means that the teacher is placed with the
burden of much preparation for this integral aspect of effective teaching. Horne asserts
“A real teacher must have both strategy and tactics, that is, he must have both objectives
and means for attaining them. Without strategy, tactics have no goal; without tactics,
strategy has no means of attainment.””®

Those who would not agree with this principle will be faced with the sad reality
that their pupils will not be inspired to do anything with the knowledge they are given.
“Teaching that lacks aim is poor teaching even if it is characterized by the presence of
many good qualities. Teaching that is indefinite in aim is poor teaching, for

indefiniteness in aim is bad aim.”®’

% Ibid.

% Ibid., 46.
% Ibid, 47.
% Horne, 17.

97 Eavey, 46.



44

The proof for a teacher having an educational aim for his students through his
material is found in the life and testimony of Jesus Himself. Jesus had three predominant
aims for all of His teaching. Jesus’ first aim was “...to reveal God’s gracious and
glorious plan for all who accepted Him.”® Jesus declared in John 10:10, “The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” “The life about which He was
concerned and of which He taught was eternal, not temporal. For Him, it was not a
matter of the achievement of Christian personality but one of passing from death unto
life.”*

The second aim of Christ’s teachings was “to win [His students] to active faith in
Himself as the Savior of men, the promised Messiah, and the coming King.”!% This truth
can be drawn from every lesson Christ taught. “Jesus made this truth central in His
teachings from the beginning to the end of His ministry, telling Peter that he would build
His Church upon the confession of it by men.”!%!

The third aim of Christ was “to prepare and train His followers to be His

witnesses.”'%? Jesus did not just give His students knowledge; He always challenged

% Ibid., 55.
% Ibid., 56.
100 Tbid., 57.
101 Tbid.

102 1bid., 58.
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them to do something with this knowledge. “At various times Jesus commanded those

who received Him to go and witness to others of the blessing received.”!%?

The Methods of Teaching

After the educational aim has been established, the next thing that needs to be
done is to determine the method that will be used to effectively achieve this aim or goal.
“To the efficient teacher, desirable changes in the lives of the pupils are the goals. The
art of good teaching consists in using all available means and tools effectively and not
becoming enslaved by the tools themselves.”'* These tools, or methods, will enable the
teacher to relevantly apply the information which he desires his students to learn.

One individual who was an expert at using methods to apply His lesson was Jesus

Christ. In His earthly ministry, Jesus used many methods.

Question And Answer

Multiple times throughout Jesus’ ministry, we see Him asking individuals and
groups questions. “Questions lay at the very heart of the teaching methods of Jesus; the
four Gospels record more than one hundred questions asked by Him.”!% He did not ask
these questions because He did not know the answer since He is God. Instead, Jesus
would ask the questions to stimulate His student’s thinking. One incredible example of
this is found when Christ asked His disciples in Matthew 16 who men said He was. Their

answers were many. Some believed Jesus to be John the Baptist reincarnate while others

103 Thid,
104 Thid., 235.

105 1bid., 255.
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thought He was one of the prophets. After he received these answers, Jesus then asked
them who they thought He was. Peter then responds with an answer that has echoed
throughout the ages, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus knew who
He was. His goal was to get His disciples past the idea of who other people though He
was to who He truly was: the Messiah, God’s Son. Question and answer was an

effective means to impart knowledge and implement change.

The Teachable Moment

Teachable moments can be an effective method used to educate students. Though
these teachable moments cannot be planned because of their nature, they should be
capitalized upon. In Jesus’ ministry, He never let a teachable moment slip by Him. Even
when those who opposed Jesus brought accusations against Him, instead of defending
Himself like most would do, He used the occasion as an opportunity to teach His
followers. An example of this is seen when the disciples of John and the Pharisees
approached Jesus and asked why His disciples did not fast. Jesus could have responded
by declaring that He was God and if they did not fast it was not their business, but instead
Jesus responded by teaching all who would hear that He, the Bridegroom, would soon
depart from them and then it would be time for them to fast. Jesus used this moment to

teach about His coming crucifixion.

Lecture
The lecture method of teaching is a method that has been used throughout the
ages. One of the times Jesus used this method can be found in Matthew 5-7. Commonly

known as the Sermon on the Mount, it was at this place in Christ’s ministry where the
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lecture method seemed the most appropriate, considering the number of individuals
following Him.

Another example of when Jesus lectured is when He launched out into the sea in
order that the multitudes would better hear Him (Lk 5:1-3). “At times Jesus suffered
inconvenience because of the crowds. They thronged him...and they continued with him
for days.”!% Jesus did not see this as an inconvenience, but instead used the occasion as
an opportunity to teach them through lecturing. Jesus even used the acoustics of the

water to aid in His teaching in this instance.

Objects

The use of objects to enforce a principle being taught is a highly effective method.
Jesus used objects to teach His students multiple times. One such instance can be found
in Matthew 18. In order to teach His disciples about the kingdom of God, Jesus used a
child as an object lesson. He told His disciples, “Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall
offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” (vs. 3-6)

Jesus could have told the disciples the same information without actually showing
them the child, but He chose not to. He obviously saw that if the disciples could see what

He was talking about, they would better understand it.

196 Horne, 104.
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Illustrations, Stories, and Parables

[1lustrations can serve as an effective method to teach students by allowing them
to hear true-to-life stories that solidify that which the teacher is trying to convey. “Jesus
presented the most sublime truths in the form of stories. The story was his favorite
method of teaching; no other teacher of whom we have record used parables so freely and
so effectively.”!%’

One of the most common illustrations that Jesus used was when He was trying to
illustrate the reality of the afterlife in Luke 16. To do so, Jesus tells the story of the rich

man and Lazarus. In this illustration, the students clearly saw the horrific veracity of hell

and the amazing reality of heaven.

Example

Perhaps the most effective method used to teach students is not one that involves
the use of the senses on the part of the student; instead it is the life that the teacher leads.
The example of the teacher will be more effective to the student than all other methods
combined. “The Christian teacher of today who would be used of God could do no better
than to discover and reduce to practice in his works the laws of teaching that Jesus

observed.”!%®

107 Ravey, 245.

108 Ibid., 20.



CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUSIONS

Talk the Walk, Walk the Talk

All the principles of teaching researched can be reduced to one conclusion:
practice what you teach. Teaching is the imparting of knowledge and then implementing
methods through which the pupil learns to live what the teacher has taught. Someone has
wisely stated, “Following Christ is more often caught than taught” meaning that
examples speak louder than words. We have all heard the adage of the anti-Christian
skeptic, “I cannot hear a word you are saying because of the way you are living” meaning
that a negative life can erase clear teaching. “Talk the walk, but be sure to walk the talk”
is another clear axiom that concludes this research.

This is true to all three institutions of learning: the home, the church, and the
schools. “When biblical principles of teaching and learning are applied consistently at
home, at church, and at school, the child will have a firm foundation laid on which he can
live a life pleasing to the Lord.”!” However, we all know of too many examples where a
sinful parent, pastor or teacher has placed a stumbling block before the son or daughter,

teen or student.

199 Shultz, 12.
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Christian Teachers Need to be Local Church Based

One underlying question throughout this research has been can a person be an
effective teacher by earning degrees without practical ministry experience? Can an
educated person effectively “impart knowledge and implement methods for the student to
learn” without a clear connection to God’s body of believers?

It is clear from this research that God has never divorced the message from the
messenger. God sent His holy prophets, priests and kings to live and teach His word.
God did not send a written word only to earth; He sent the Living Word, His only Son,
Jesus.

So in short, degrees do not make Christian teachers. Any one who desires to
teach within the Christian context must remain actively involved within a local church.
A failure to maintain a lively local church connection will foster knowledge without
implementation, a clear violation of the Biblical definition for teaching. In order to
know, impart and implement Christian truth the teacher must personally know Him,
know His word, and know His people. A pastor-teacher who pastors but does not teach
will lead his people into liberalism as he will fear offending his congregation and allow
Christian liberty to become license. A pastor-teacher who teaches but does not pastor
will lead his congregation into legalism as he will turn Christian liberty into harsh
uncaring laws.

Effective teaching can be accomplished when there is an adequate teacher,

teachable students, educational aims, biblical curriculum, and appropriate methods.
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“Go...teach all nations...teaching them to observe all things ...whatsoever I have

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

The Teacher inhabits His teaching.
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